Wonder Why
‘Surely I spoke of things
I did not understand’
JOB 42:3
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WONDER WHY: SURELY I SPOKE OF THINGS I DID NOT UNDERSTAND

INTRODUCTION
We do not have to look far in our world to find suffering. In this year, of all years, suffering
has seemed especially close as our world battled COVID-19: loss of freedom, loss of work, loss
of life.
Beyond COVID, the familiar global pictures of suffering are ever present: poverty, hunger,
and war.
But much closer to home, suffering is ever present in our own lives in myriad ways: mental and
physical illness, unemployment and work pressures, relationship breakdown, financial need.
For many in our nation, suffering is the reason they do not believe in God. For if God exists,
and has control over all things, how could he possibly tolerate this amount of suffering in his
world? They argue that God either doesn’t exist or has no power, or worse, is entirely evil.
Unsurprisingly, the Bible gives a different view. God’s Word gives a coherent account of why
suffering exists in the world. The Bible engages seriously with the question of human suffering
and speaks of a God who is intimately concerned about our suffering. And finally, in the
account of the birth, death, resurrection, ascension and promised return of the Lord Jesus
Christ, the Bible promises an end to suffering.
Our two readings this Bible Sunday address suffering. Psalm 34 is an account of David passing
through suffering and being delivered by God. Job 42 is the final chapter of an entire book
devoted to wrestling with the issue of why good people suffer.

READINGS
Psalm 34:1-8, 19-22
Job 42:1-6, 10-17
We will look at these passages under three headings:
Facing suffering, Seeking God, and Finding God.

All Scripture quotes are from New International Version - UK (NIVUK) Holy Bible, New International Version® Anglicized,
NIV® Copyright © 1979, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.® Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.
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FACING SUFFERING
•

Firstly then, facing suffering.

•

The Bible makes it clear that suffering is a reality in this world.

•

The Biblical story begins with humanity in a garden paradise (Genesis 1-2). But as
humanity turn from God in disobedience, every aspect of life is damaged (Genesis 3).
In a world now marked by sin, suffering is a reality.

•

Sometimes we can see the direct link between sin and suffering: things that go
wrong in our lives because of our sin; things that we suffer because of the sins of
others. But much of our suffering – such as illness and disease or natural disasters –
cannot be easily explained beyond the truth that our world has been impacted by sin in
every part.

•

In Job’s story, Job’s friends – conscious of the link between sin and suffering – are 		
convinced that Job has sinned, and that this is the explanation for his suffering 		
(for example, Job 4:7-8; 8:1-4; 11:1-6; 15:4-5; 22:4-5, 21-23; 34:5-9; 36:17).

•

Job, however, refuses to agree, insisting that he lives in right relationship with God.
As the readers of Job, we know from the story that Job is correct (Job 1-2).

•

Job’s experience tells us that we may suffer even though we are right with God.

•

This is something the Psalmist affirms, ‘A righteous man may have many troubles’
(Ps 34:19).

•

The ultimate example of a righteous person suffering is the Lord Jesus Christ, who,
though he was without sin, suffered that we might be forgiven and brought back to
God (Isaiah 53:3-6; 2 Cor 5:21).

•

While the reasons for Job’s suffering is revealed to us as readers, Job never discovers
why he suffered.

•

It is only human to ask questions when we suffer. Particularly in our modern western
thinking we reason that if we can understand things, we can control them.

•

But suffering reveals our limits as humans. There are things beyond our control,
beyond our understanding - something Job acknowledges when he comes face to face
with God, ‘Surely I spoke of things I did not understand, things too wonderful for me
to know.’ (Job 42:3)
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•

But God is not limited. All things are under his control; God understands and knows all
things.

•

Part of the challenge of suffering is to accept what we cannot control and cannot 		
understand, and instead place our trust in the God who can control and does 		
understand all things; to accept our human limits, and instead put our hope in the God
who is limitless.

SEEKING GOD
•

Secondly, these texts encourage us that when we experience suffering, we should seek
God.

•

In Psalm 34 we have the testimony of someone who has emerged from the other side
of suffering. The Psalmist speaks of seeking God (v4), of looking to God (v5), of calling
out to God (v6).

•

And the Psalmist records what happened when he did this: God, ‘delivered me from all
my fears’ (v4), ‘he saved him out of all his troubles.’ (v6).

•

In the midst of suffering which we cannot control and cannot understand, the Bible
encourages us to seek God. In so doing, we encounter a God who is attentive to our
cries, who answers us, who rescues us.

•

Of course, our experience in the midst of suffering may feel very different.

•

In words that the Lord Jesus cried out upon the cross, the Psalmist writes,
‘My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Why are you so far from saving me,
so far from my cries of anguish? My God, I cry out by day, but you do not answer,
by night, but I find no rest.’ (Psalm 22:1-2)

•

Here is a very different experience: the sense that God is absent, that he has
abandoned the Psalmist; the accusation that God feels very far away, and is not saving
and not answering, despite repeated anguished cries.

•

Have you ever felt like that? Feeling that God had abandoned you, just when you
needed him the most? The experience of silence from heaven, despite repeated cries?
The sense that nothing is changing, that God is not answering prayer?

•

The fact that the Bible records these honest words of the Psalmist – and that Jesus
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himself repeats them – gives us permission to be absolutely honest with God.
•

The book of Job is all about Job seeking God. In his seeking, Job expresses similar 		
things to the Psalmist,
‘Why do you hide your face and consider me your enemy?’ says Job in Job 13:24.
‘But if I go to the east, he is not there; if I go to the west, I do not find him. When he is
at work in the north, I do not see him; when he turns to the south, I catch no glimpse
of him.’ (Job 23:8-9)
‘I cry out to you, O God, but you do not answer’ (Job 30:20)

•

Part of what Job is wrestling with is the reality of God’s sovereignty: his belief that God
is in control of all things. And if that is the case, then God has for some reason, allowed
his suffering.
₁₃ ‘To God belong wisdom and power;
counsel and understanding are his.
₁₄ What he tears down cannot be rebuilt;
those he imprisons cannot be released.’ (Job 12:13-14)
‘Who can oppose him? He does whatever he pleases.’ (Job 23:13)

•

Job’s cries and prayers are full of questions for God.

•

But in the end, it is to God’s sovereignty that Job returns. Having encountered God
face to face, Job concludes:
‘I know that you can do all things; no purpose of yours can be thwarted.’ (Job 42:2)

•

God’s sovereignty is a double-edged sword in Job’s life. On the one hand, God’s
sovereignty means that God allows Job to suffer. But on the other, God’s sovereignty is
Job’s only hope. The fact that God is in control and has power over all things means
that only God could change Job’s circumstances.

•

Ultimately, Job’s hope in God is vindicated. Job gets the audience with God he
has been asking for. And God ends Job’s suffering, pouring out blessing on Job’s
life, restoring more than what was lost (Job 42:10, 12-15), and giving Job rest
(Job 42:16-17).
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•

What about us, in our suffering? In whom, or in what, is our hope?

•

Are we seeking God, looking to him, calling on his name, confident that God is a God
who hears, who answers and saves?

•

As Christians, our hope is in God alone, and to God alone we look for salvation.

PROJECT FOCUS: BIBLE-BASED TRAUMA HEALING
One of the projects that is making a difference to people suffering around the world is
Bible- based Trauma Healing.
Developed amidst civil war in Africa over thirty years ago, this incredible resource encourages
people to face their suffering and bring it to God. Using the Bible to understand why
suffering exists, and to explore how suffering is impacting life, God is working through
Bible-based Trauma Healing to bring healing for thousands.
Staff from the Scottish Bible Society first encountered Trauma Healing in Rwanda, where the
remarkable impact of the programme was seen after the civil war that engulfed that country.
More recently, we have seen the fruit of Trauma Healing in Iraq and Syria, as these nations
seek to rebuild following the Gulf wars, the threat of ISIS, and the ongoing civil war in Syria.
There is a desperate need to train more volunteers who can take Bible-based Trauma Healing
to their communities. The average volunteer will impact at least thirty other people. This is a
programme that bears fruit.
This Bible Sunday we are asking churches around Scotland to give to support Trauma
Healing, so volunteers might be trained, that God’s Word might be brought to those in need,
and through it, God’s healing come to their lives.

FINDING GOD
•

Finally, having sought God, Job sees God.

•

After all Job’s questioning, after all his pleading with God, Job has an encounter with
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God and it is transformational, ‘My ears had heard of you but now my eyes have seen
you’ (Job 42:5).
•

All along, this has been what Job has been asking for and praying for.
In Job 10, Job rehearses what he might say to God, as Job seeks to bring his complaint
to God face to face.
In Job 13, Job says, ‘I desire to speak to the Almighty and to argue my case with God’
(Job 13:3), praying to God, ‘Summon me and I will answer, or let me speak, and you
reply’ (Job 13:22).

•

In an astonishing expression of faith, Job says,
‘I know that my redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand on the earth.
And after my skin has been destroyed, yet in my flesh I will see God; I myself will see
him with my own eyes – I, and not another. How my heart yearns within me!’
(Job 19:25-27)

•

And faith gives way to sight, as God appears out of the storm and speaks to Job
(Job 40:1, 6).

•

Interestingly, God does not answer Job’s question. Instead, God asks Job questions,
questions which proclaim God’s knowledge, his wisdom, his power, and his
sovereignty.
God asks Job, ‘Who is this that obscures my plans without knowledge?’ (Job 42:3)
Job confesses that he, ‘Spoke of things I did not understand, things too wonderful for
me to know’ (Job 42:3)
God invites Job into a conversation, ‘Listen now, and I will speak; I will question you,
and you shall answer me’ (Job 42:4).
Job is trying to make sense of his life, his context. But God is working on his eternal
purposes for the entire cosmos. God has been doing that since the beginning of time
– well before Job came along. Job is quickly humbled in the presence of the God who
holds all things together.

•

Things resolve for Job not because he gains understanding, but instead because he has
an encounter with God.
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•

It is not in understanding that our suffering is resolved. As Job confesses, there are
things beyond our understanding, beyond our knowing, things known only to God.

•

Instead, like Job, we find resolution in pursuing God: looking to him, calling on him,
seeking him.

•

Job’s suffering comes to an end. Job 42:10-17 speaks of Job having his health, his 		
prosperity and a family – all the things he had lost – being restored to him.

•

In the same way, many times in our lives, moments of suffering will give way to
resolution, as, having sought God, we encounter him and God in his power moves us
from a time of suffering to a time of restoration.

•

But is important to note that, this side of eternity, not all suffering ends.

•

For some of us, there is suffering that will be with us through life until we meet Jesus
face to face. For resolution to that suffering we wait in hope for Jesus’ return:
the promise of a new heavens and new earth, when all things will be made new
(Isaiah 65:17-25; 2 Peter 3:13; Rev 21).

•

Each moment we experience the sort of deliverance from suffering David speaks of
in Psalm 34, we are reminded of the grace and power of God to bring our suffering
to an end. And as we live with unresolved suffering, our longing increases for God,
in grace and power, to fulfil his plan to bring all suffering to an end.

CONCLUSION
As we reflect on God’s Word to us today, what should our response be?
Do we need to face the reality of suffering in our lives? Very often, particularly in Christian
circles, we avoid dealing with the emotions and realities of our suffering. The Bible-based
Trauma Healing course helps us face our suffering and look to God for healing.
Do we need to seek God in our suffering? Job was angry and confused at his suffering. But he
brought these emotions to God. Often, suffering distances us from God – both the sense that
we avoid speaking to God about our suffering, and the sense that God seems distant in our
suffering. God wants us to come to him with our suffering, to seek him through the pain.
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Do we need to find God in our suffering? For all of us, the thing that will make the biggest
difference in our suffering is not, as we might think, the resolution of our suffering.
Instead, as Job discovered, whether our suffering is resolved or remains, the thing that makes a
difference is a fresh encounter with God.
May we all receive from God today, through his Word, all that we need as we face suffering.
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AN EXTRA STORY:
AN EMAIL FROM MR GEORGE ANDREA, BIBLE SOCIETY IN SYRIA
Dear Robert,
I’m back in Damascus and it’s a busy time for the Bible Society in Syria. We often hear from
our friends who during our war have left the country for new homes in various countries
around the world that summer means vacation-time in those countries. Yes, many people
here also go to the beaches and spend some days enjoying the sunshine, but on the whole
most of the people continue work just like they do every season. As many churches make use
of conference centres to run camps for Children and Youth we often get invited to come by
with Scriptures. It’s a privilege to have the Good News of Jesus Christ and it’s for all churches
regardless of denomination. Yes, Jesus is for all!
During the last few years we have been building up a Youth Team working with our Bible
Society. Whenever we get together it’s a time of encouragement. Until the week before the
world was ‘locked down’ due to Corona we ran very intensive Trauma Healing Training
Seminars as well as Sunday-School Teachers’ Training Seminars and in some ways we had felt
that these programmes had been stopped by Corona. Our well-trained Youth Team,
however, broke the ‘mould’ and instead of having people gather in one place and give the
training through lectures and workshops all the training become much more personal and very
specific. The result is that one at a time a person learns what he or she specifically needs to
be able to really give something to others. Yes, people’s lives are being changed, and it’s at the
grassroots and when there is a more serious case of trauma the Youth Team can get in touch
with ‘our’ professionals in Damascus.
Yes, sometimes we need a new crisis to really make use of things that we have learnt before!
This is also the time when we put the final touches to our 2022 Scripture Calendar. We hope
to print 100,000 Calendars very soon.
We are also preparing for the Book Fair at Asad Library in Damascus. It’s been and will
continue to be one of the highlights of our Bible Society activities. An amazing opportunity to
meet with people from all walks of life and many come as families to our stand as we’ve got so
much variety to share with all age-groups!
Lina is a young girl who throughout her life has been very much active in various youth
activities at school, university and in society. At the time of the worst shelling during the war
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in certains parts of Damascus she was caught in the cross-fire, her brother in another part
experienced how a shell came through the wall at his school and a class-mate was hit and
succumbed to his injuries. He himself was hit by a shrapnel and his left arm was severed. Soon
he found himself in the emergency room at a hospital. Lina, experiencing what was happening
around her contacted her mum who told her that she, being a teacher in another school had
heard that her son had been injured and had been taken to hospital. Lina started going from
hospital to hospital close to their home and finally found her brother about to be moved into
the operating room. Who was the more traumatised person in all this? Lina talks with tears
about her screaming when seeing her brother being wheeled out wondering what was wrong
with him. Lina was able to give the news to her mum who took a taxi and soon came to her
side waiting for more news about their son and brother. What an afternoon and what a long
evening waiting, waiting, waiting... ‘I was crying looking into the calm eyes of my mum, and without saying a word my mum calmed me down!’
‘As we sat down my mum told me that she herself had been prepared for this experience at the Bible
Society Trauma Healing Training, which she had attended. She had learnt how Jesus was a prayer
away and as she immediately had given everything over to Jesus that amazing peace of Jesus had
calmed her emotions, fears and incredible sadness.’ And now she had given that same peace and
calm to Lina. They were sitting there for hours holding hands waiting for Fadi to come out
from the operating theatre. Those tense hours with such a horrible outcome became a holy
meeting-place of Lina and her mother, when they experienced the love of Jesus in a way that
would not only be there for a few moments but become part of their new life together and
something that they until today give on to others.
Remember people like Lina who will have to continue living with scars as they comfort others
in our Valley of Death.
Yes, Robert, every single day we pray that we will be able to take another step forward.
We can honestly tell you that we cannot even stand up without His Touch! How can we walk?
Are we fortunate to have had to go through all this to realise that God is good?
In Jesus,
George
PS. Robert, remember that receiving your letter is a privilege for us. You just don’t know how
much joy your letter has given us! If you need more information or have questions, just get
back to us and we will try to reply to them!
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