BIBLE SUNDAY 2022

WA I T I N G
FOR GOD
‘How long, O Lord, must I
call for help?’
Habakkuk 1:2
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INTERGENERATIONAL TALK TO THINK ABOUT THE STORY
In preparation you will need to make a sign for each of the following phrases:
• Help me
• Stop violence
• Life is unfair
• Stop fighting
• We want justice
• Evil people are winning
and stick them around the walls of where you are gathered.

Tell this story based on Luke 19:1-10
There was once a man who was waiting.
Waiting for someone to be his friend.
Waiting to be invited to a party.
Waiting for someone to say his name kindly.
Waiting to be forgiven for all the mistakes he had made.
Waiting for a change.
Waiting for God?
He began to hear rumours. Stories about a man.
A man who was making friends with the lonely.
A man who was healing the sick.
A man who was saying people’s names kindly.
A man who was inviting outsiders to parties.
A man who was forgiving people for all the mistakes they had made.

All Scripture quotes are from New International Readers Version - UK (NIrV) Holy Bible, New International Readers
Version® Anglicized, NIrV® Copyright © 1979, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.® Used by permission. All rights reserved
worldwide.
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A man who was telling people they had to change.
A man who was God?
The man who was waiting was called Zacchaeus.
The man he had heard about was called Jesus.
One day Zacchaeus heard that Jesus was coming to his town,
but so had everyone else.
There was a huge crowd waiting to welcome Jesus into the town.
Zacchaeus couldn’t get through the crowd.
He climbed up a tree so he could see Jesus.
Jesus saw him.
Jesus called Zacchaeus’ name kindly.
Jesus invited himself to Zacchaeus’ home.
They went together and shut the door.
Jesus and Zacchaeus talked and ate together.
A long time passed.
Zacchaeus came out.
He wasn’t waiting anymore.
He had met God!
He said, “I’m going to give half my money to the poor,
And if I have cheated anyone, I will pay them back three times what I owe them.”
(Give out some chocolate money at this point)
Joy
Forgiveness
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Life
Love
Had come to Zacchaeus.
His waiting was over!
A long time ago another man in the Bible, called Habakkuk, talked to God about waiting.
Around the walls of where we are meeting today you can see some of the things that he
was saying to God…
Help me
Stop violence
Life is unfair
Stop fighting
We want justice
Evil people are winning
(Read out these signs, and give explanation as required)
Habakkuk was like Zacchaeus, he was waiting for God to do something.
We are all waiting too.
Choose one of these signs and go and stand beside it. The one that you feel bothers you
the most in our world today.
Once everyone is at a sign, reassure people that if they can’t move to a sign, they can just
choose one in their heads and stay where they are.
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Pray this prayer
Leader says
Father God,
Help us to become more like you, wanting the things you want.
We ask you for:
Help
Peace
Fairness
Unity
Justice
Goodness to win.
We shout out to you…
All say
How long Lord?
We wait for you to act
Help us to be the people you want us to be
Amen
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ACTIVITIES TO EXPLORE THE STORY
1.

Play a card game of pairs, or any card game that involves waiting. Chat about waiting
and how it makes us feel. What are we waiting for?

2. Build Zacchaeus’ house. Use junk cardboard, try and make it life size so you can fit
inside. Chat about what you think Jesus and Zacchaeus talked about when they were
having a meal together.
3. Plant something in the garden where you meet or in pots to take home e.g. seeds,
bulbs or even a tree! Talk about how long things take to grow. What happens to the
seed while we wait? What things in life do we have to wait a long time for?
4. Collect food for a local foodbank or another charity making a difference in your
community. Talk about how waiting for God can also mean asking for His help as
we learn to live as He wants us to. This is like Zacchaeus, who changed after he met
Jesus, and gave away so much of what he had.
5. Build a high tower using whatever materials you have available. Chat about how
things look different when we are high up. Where is the highest place anyone has
ever been? Habakkuk, in the Bible, talks about looking out from the high walls of a
city to watch for God coming (Hab 2:1). How can we watch and listen for God? What
can we do?
6. Have a meal together just like Zacchaeus and Jesus. Who could you invite to join you
so that you would all know that God is with you?
7. Write postcards to people you know in other churches; they could be near or very
far away. Use the words from 2 Thessalonians 1:3 to send them a message to keep
going, continuing to love others and Jesus.
8. Lay out a large world map and put stickers on places where people are waiting for
peace, freedom and justice. Use your map with all the stickers to keep praying about
these places.
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