BIBLE SUNDAY 2022

WA I T I N G
FOR GOD
‘How long, O Lord, must I
call for help?’
Habakkuk 1:2

Sermon Materials

SERMON OUTLINE
WAITING FOR GOD

INTRODUCTION
Many people today wonder how the Bible, a book that was written thousands of years
ago, can possibly be relevant to us in the 21st century. But time and again, as we open
the scriptures, the Bible speaks with stunning contemporary relevance.
The opening verses of Habakkuk say this, “Destruction and violence are before me; there
is strife, and conflict abounds. Therefore the law is paralysed, and justice never prevails.
The wicked hem in the righteous, so that justice is perverted” (Hab 1:3-4).
Our news has been full of destruction and violence this year as we have watched in
horror as war erupted in Ukraine. This is just one of many wars. According to the United
Nations, one quarter of the world’s population currently live in conflict affected regions
At the time of writing, there have been over 300 mass shootings in the USA during 2022.
Around the world, injustice and corruption abound and have a disproportionate impact
on the poorest and most vulnerable people in the world. We often think that such issues
only impact nations far away, and yet the uncomfortable truth is that injustice and
corruption are also issues for Western nations. A recent headline reported a $100 million
fine for a major accounting firm after employees cheated in an ethics exam and the
company colluded in covering this up.
This year’s Bible Sunday readings are taken from Habakkuk 1 and 2 and 2 Thessalonians 1.
We will reflect on these two passages under three headings: Questioning Faith, Waiting
for Answers, and Living Faithfully.

1. QUESTIONING FAITH
Habakkuk looks at all that is going wrong in the world and takes his questions to God.
Habakkuk’s question is addressed to God, “How long, O LORD, must I call for help, but you
do not listen?” (Hab 1:2) .
The things that Habakkuk sees going wrong in the world – the violence (Hab 1:2),
injustice, and wrongdoing (Hab 1:3) – are not, for Habakkuk, reasons to turn away from
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God. Rather, these things make Habakkuk turn toward God in prayer.
Habakkuk asks deep questions about the problem of evil in the world – “how long?” (Hab
1:2), “why?” (Hab 1:3).
Habakkuk, a prophet (Hab 1:1) and man of God, makes some strong accusations against
God. Habakkuk has called for help. But God, says Habakkuk, is not listening (Hab 1:1).
Habakkuk has taken the problem of violence to God. But God, says Habakkuk, has not
saved (Hab 1:2).
Habakkuk is perplexed because God seems silent and inactive amidst all that is going
wrong.
Yet, Habakkuk brings these things with great honesty to God.

APPLICATION
What about us? When things are going wrong in the world and in our own personal lives,
do these things cause us to turn toward God or away from God?
Are we as honest with God about our doubts as Habakkuk is? Do we talk to God about
the times in our lives when God seems absent, or silent, or inactive?
Habakkuk brings all his pain, all his questions, all his doubts, and he lays them before
God.
In Hab 1:5-11, God answers Habakkuk. God’s answer leads Habakkuk to have even more
questions! For God’s answer to the violence and corruption Habakkuk sees in the land is
to allow the Babylonians - a brutal, oppressive regime - to invade and rule Judah.
The remainder of the book involves Habakkuk coming to terms with this answer from
God, which Habakkuk does not fully understand.
Reading a book like Habakkuk is a great reminder of the way the Bible draws us into
relationship with God. Habakkuk models for us a pattern of life whereby we bring our
lives to God, in all their complexity, and seek answers from God. Habakkuk also reminds
us that God both hears and answers our cries.
In an uncertain world, in which so much is going wrong, Habakkuk invites us to draw
near to our unchanging God.
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2. WAITING FOR ANSWERS
Habakkuk discovers in his dialogue with God that, often, we must wait for God to
answer.
Habakkuk does not say how long he had to wait for God to answer his questions of Hab
1:2-4.
But after raising another set of questions with God, Habakkuk does have to wait (Hab
2:1), “I will stand at my watch and station myself on the ramparts; I will look to see what he
will say to me.”
When God’s answer comes, God tells Habakkuk that there will be more waiting involved
before things are resolved, “the revelation awaits an appointed time…though it linger, wait
for it; it will certainly come and will not delay” (Hab 2:3).
This tension – between God giving answers as to how he will resolve things, and yet the
necessity of waiting for these things to happen – continues throughout Habakkuk. In
fact, the book ends with Habakkuk waiting, trusting that God will do as he has promised,
“I will wait patiently for the day of calamity to come on the nation invading us” (Hab 3:16).
Moreover, waiting will be painful. Yet in an astonishing declaration of faith, Habakkuk
proclaims that, despite the waiting, despite the pain, he will put his faith in God and find
joy in him,
“Though the fig tree does not bud and there are no grapes on the vines, though the olive
crop fails and the fields produce no food, though there are no sheep in the pen and no
cattle in the stall, yet I will rejoice in the LORD, I will be joyful in God my saviour” (Hab 3:17).
How is Habakkuk able to hold on in faith like this?
The answer to Habakkuk’s remarkable faith seems to be the depth of his relationship
with and understanding of God.
Habakkuk is a prophet, who speaks to God about all that he sees in the world. In turn,
God speaks to Habakkuk. Habakkuk’s role as a prophet is to receive God’s word and to
pass it on faithfully.
Habakkuk is well-practiced in speaking to God and in listening to God. This habitual
practice leads to Habakkuk’s confidence that God will speak - that God will reveal, that
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God will answer (Hab 1:1, 2:1-3). More than that, Habakkuk is convinced that God’s word
can be trusted: that what God says he will do, God will do.
But in addition to this depth of relationship with God, Habakkuk clearly understands
who God is. Habakkuk’s initial protest about violence, injustice, and wrongdoing (Hab
1:2-4) springs from Habakkuk’s understanding that God is opposed to evil, “Your eyes
are too pure to look on evil; you cannot tolerate wrong” (Hab 1:13) and that God will judge
wrongdoing and confront those who are responsible for injustice (Hab 2:6-17). In a world
where so much seems out of control, Habakkuk believes that God alone is in control of
all things. Habakkuk sees that, “the LORD is in his holy temple; let all the earth be silent
before him” (Hab 2:20) The LORD is God, he is from everlasting (Hab 1:12), and God is to
be worshipped.
Ultimately, Habakkuk’s faith is sustained by his confidence that the God in whom he
trusts will be victorious over all that is evil. Habakkuk 3 is a stunning vision of the God of
creation coming to set his world right.

APPLICATION
None of us like waiting. Our instant internet age has made us very impatient. But the
world, and our lives, move according to God’s timescales, and not ours.
Habakkuk’s faith is a product of patient waiting. It is a faith that engages with the world
and all that is going wrong. It is a faith that asks honest questions of God. It is a faith that
waits for God’s answers. It is a faith that trusts, believes, and hopes in God’s answers.
The Bible takes seriously the pain of waiting. Waiting tests our faith, our confidence in
God.
If we are waiting today for God to answer - waiting for God to act - what are we doing
as we wait? Are we like Habakkuk continuing to engage with the world, with all its
complexity and challenges? Are we continuing to speak with God? Are we waiting
expectantly, confident that God will answer?
Habakkuk discovered that God’s answers raised even more questions. He didn’t like
God’s answer! Habakkuk’s response was to turn afresh to God. Perhaps we are passing
through a similar experience. We have cried out to God for an answer, and God has
spoken. But we’re not too happy with his answer.
Habakkuk was convinced that God’s word could be trusted, even when he couldn’t
understand what God was saying or doing. His confidence was in who God was, the God
he had come to know. What about us?
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AN EXTRA STORY:
KENYA: HEARING GOD SPEAK WHEN THERE IS NO BIBLE

How can people hear God speak to them when they
cannot read the Bible through which God speaks?
For many people around the world the Bible is inaccessible because they cannot
read. This Bible Sunday we are raising funds to help the Kenyan Bible Society
reach the estimated 6 million people in Kenya who cannot read or write. The
funds will enable the purchase of Proclaimers - portable solar-powered audio
devices that can be used in listening groups - so that large numbers of people
can hear the Bible in their own language.

But the Proclaimers also benefit many others who could never afford a Bible.
Milkah found a proclaimer at a pastor’s house. She was so excited that she told
her school about the device. Now, Milkah is one of 200 primary school students
who gather every Friday morning at 8am to listen to the Bible for an hour.
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3. WAITING FOR ANSWERS
Having considered Habakkuk’s questioning faith, and how he waited for God’s answer,
we turn finally to the question of how we are to live as we wait for God to act in our
world.
As Christians we live with a tension. We know that, in Christ, God has done all that is
required to address what is wrong with this world. We believe that through the death,
resurrection, and ascension of Jesus Christ, God has put an end to sin and death. We
believe that Jesus will return one day soon, and he will bring God’s great plan to fruition.
All that is opposed to God will be destroyed and all things will be made new.
However, we live still with the reality of a world that has not yet submitted to the Lord
Jesus Christ. We live with the ongoing realities of sin and death. All around us are
reminders of a broken world. Our faith, the theologians tell us, is both “now” and “not
yet”. The reality of who Jesus is and what God has done through Christ, impacts us and
our world now. Although we have to wait for the fullness of what God has accomplished
in Christ, for it is not yet come.
The Thessalonian church, like Habakkuk, knew what it was to wait. And they knew what
it was to live with this tension.
They were enduring persecution and trials (2 Thess 1:4). Yet Paul praises these Christians for their perseverance and faith (2 Thess 1:4). Despite these circumstances, Paul
gives thanks to God that, “your faith is growing more and more, and the love every one of
you has for each other is increasing” (2 Thess 1:3). Paul reminds the Thessalonians that
God’s power is active in their lives, and that as they live in faith, God is working to fulfil
his good purposes through them (2 Thess 1:11). In this way, as they live faithfully for God,
God is glorified (2 Thess 1:12).

APPLICATION
The Thessalonian example is a good reminder that in times of waiting God is still at
work. While our circumstances may be less than ideal, and may not be changing, we are
being transformed (2 Cor 4:16).
Paul’s encouragement to the Thessalonians is an encouragement to us to look for what
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God is doing in our lives while we wait.
How are we living today, as we wait for God to act?
Are we persevering? Are we demonstrating faith, despite the circumstances? Is our faith
growing? Is our love for one another increasing? Are we depending upon God’s power, at
work in our lives? Are we stepping forward each day in faith, trusting in the Lord to work
in and through us?
Paul’s letter is a reminder that when we are waiting God is still at work, and there is still
good work for us to do while we wait.

CONCLUSION
Perhaps we look at the world today and we wonder what God is doing. Perhaps we have
questions and doubts. Habakkuk encourages us to bring all our questions and doubts to
God.
Perhaps we are waiting for God. We don’t like waiting. Yet God often allows us to wait
for answers, and for resolutions to things that are happening in our world and in our
lives.
Rather than resent the times of waiting, Habakkuk and Thessalonians both encourage us
to look to God in our times of waiting. They encourage us to use these times to deepen
our relationship with God and our knowledge of God, and to allow God to transform us
as we wait.
Unlike Habakkuk, we have the full story of scripture - the truth about God revealed
in the Lord Jesus Christ. We know how the story is going to end and we can have
confidence, as Habakkuk did, that God will ultimately be victorious.
In which of these areas that we have considered today have we heard God speak loudest
to us? What will we do in response?
May the Lord deepen our knowledge, understanding, and love for him today as we bring
him our questions, wait for his answers, and trust in his power and his presence as we
wait.
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