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Wherever your footsteps
touch the earth,

a rich harvest is gathered.
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THE BIBLE, GOD’S (AUTO) BIOGRAPHY
Browse the shelves of any book shop or library and you will soon come to that
popular category: biography. According to the Oxford dictionary, a biography is
‘an account of someone’s life written by someone else’. This is to be distinguished
from autobiography, ‘a book about a person’s life, written by that person’.
We read biography and autobiography because we want to find out about a person, and
what they have done. The Bible is both a biography and an autobiography of God.

It is autobiographical because it is God’s Word: what he has caused to be written down about
who he is and what he has done. But it is also biographical, because it is an account of who God
is and what God has done written by individuals who encountered God and who knew God: it
is their testimony to their own experience of who God is and what he has done in their lives.
Psalm 65 is one such biographical testimony. In this Psalm, the Psalmist gives a stunning revelation
of who God is and what he has done.
I would like to look at this Psalm – and its portrait of God – under three headings:
A Generous God
A Gracious God
A Global God

A GENEROUS GOD
The opening words of the Bible declare that God is a God of overflowing life:
‘In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. Now the earth was formless and
empty’. (Genesis 1:1-2) God addresses this formlessness and emptiness by shaping the earth
and filling it with life. These early chapters of Genesis give a remarkable portrait of a beautiful
world overflowing with life, a creation blessed by God.
From the beginning of the Biblical story, God is not an absentee landlord: rather God is present,
active and involved in His creation. God works in His creation to bring life, to pour out blessing.
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In Psalm 65, we find these same truths about God.
The Psalmist, in rich poetry, speaks of how the gift of overflowing life from God is built into
creation. The Psalmist writes of the coming of rain and the harvest this brings from the land.
Life, blessing, says the Psalmist comes from God: ‘You care for the land and water it; you
enrich it abundantly’ (Ps 65:9) The Psalmist sees God involved in every aspect of the
harvest: the sending of the rain (v9, 10), ordaining the land to produce food (v9. 10, 11).
The language again and again insists that God is the source of all this good provision:
‘you care’, ‘you enrich’ (v9), ‘you drench’, ‘you soften’, ‘you bless’ (v10), ‘you crown’ (v11).
The water that brings life is referred to by the Psalmist as, ‘the streams of God’ (v9)
And the harvest – this gift of life and blessing - is no meagre provision, but rather an abundance:
the rivers, (v9), fields (v10) and carts overflow (v10).
The language of filling continues, with the landscape transformed: an abundance of grass (v12),
flocks and corn (v13).
As the Psalmist praises God for His provision, he pictures creation itself joining in the praise
and rejoicing: ‘hills are clothed with gladness’ (v12), ‘the meadows…and the valleys…they shout
with joy and sing’ (v13).
For the Psalmist, this harvest bounty is evidence of God’s gift of life and blessing and is a source
of deep joy and satisfaction.
The Bible gives us a wonderful picture of what God is like, and His purposes for His world:
God delights to give life; God pours out life into His creation; God is generous. Humanity is
placed in this good creation, both depending in God’s provision and finding satisfaction in all
that God provides.
Applying the text to life
In our sophisticated and post-industrial society, very few of us labour in work that is dependent
upon the cycle of creation: of seed, of rain, of harvest. We have an embarrassment of food on
offer from all over the world, already harvested, packaged and presented to us on the shelves of
our local supermarkets.
Yet we are all dependent on this cycle of harvest to feed and sustain our bodies. And we are
all recipients – each and every day – of God’s great generosity: the gift of life God gives us
each day, the abundant life and blessings which come from him and which we experience.
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There is an ever-present danger that we take all this wonderful ‘ordinariness’ of everyday life in
God’s beautiful creation for granted, and in doing so, take for granted the God who gifts it to
us each and every day.
Do we recognise God as the source of life and blessing, in our life?
Do we, like the Psalmist, take time to trace the evidence of God’s generosity in the details of
our lives?
And are we, like the Psalmist, turning this evidence of God’s generosity in our lives, into an
overflowing abundant response of praise that seeks, in some way, to reflect the overflowing and
abundant life that God has gifted us?

A GRACIOUS GOD
This overwhelmingly positive vision of who God is, and human life on earth, is according to
the Bible, the default position: humanity is created to live in dependence upon God and to find
satisfaction in Him.
However, the Psalmist reminds us that this default position is always undermined by the human
desire to live independently from God and turn away to seek satisfaction apart from God, what
the Psalmist identifies as sin.
But as the Psalmist is equally determined to declare to us the truth that God meets our sin with
grace: God is a gracious God (v2-4)
In the Genesis narrative, sin enters the world after the serpent causes humanity to question
God’s goodness: ‘Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden?’ (Gen
23:1). The serpent subtly suggesting that God unreasonably withholds, rather than abundantly
provides. Grasping after the forbidden fruit, the lies of the serpent are exposed: disobeying God
does not bring the promised results. As Adam and Eve discover, it turns out that disobeying
God is not a route to a better life but instead leads to a diminished life. Life is always damaged
when humanity turns away from the God who gives and sustains life. How could it be any
other way?
What is remarkable about the Genesis narrative - and what is remarkable about the whole
Biblical narrative - is that though humanity turns away from God in sin, God does not remove
life. Rather, God continues to bless life, and seeks to draw humanity back to him.
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The Psalmist has discovered the incredible grace of God: ‘When we were overwhelmed by sins,
you forgave our transgressions’ (Ps 65:3).
The Psalmist declares the truth that not only do we depend upon God’s generosity, but we also
depend upon his grace.
The language of the Psalm suggests that it may have been composed or used at harvest time.
In the context of a nation experiencing the joys and satisfaction of harvest, the provision – once
again – of God’s generosity, the Psalmist makes an honest confession on behalf of a nation: ‘we
were overwhelmed by sins’ (Ps 65:3). The literal sense of the Hebrew is that sin was ‘prevailing
against’ them.
The Psalmist goes on to declare the national testimony that when they were overwhelmed by
sin, God intervened and saved them. God is, ‘God our Saviour’ (v5), the one who in His grace,
‘forgave our transgressions’ (v3).
The picture of restoration continues: forgiveness of sin leads to restored relationship with God.
No longer banished from the presence of God, the Psalmist and the nation are brought near to
God, to live once more in God’s presence, God’s presence where the default setting is blessing, a
place where the Psalmist rediscovers the wonders of living life in God’s presence, ‘We are filled
with the good things of your house’ (v4).
It is an astonishing testimony of restoration, declaring to us who God is: a God who saves, a
God who forgives, a God who brings near, a God who blesses.
This testimony is entirely consistent with the New Testament portrait of who God is and
what God has done for us through the Lord Jesus Christ. The key to restored relationship is
God’s willingness and ability to forgive. V3 literally reads, ‘you provided atonement for our
transgressions’, pointing forward to the cross of Christ, where God dealt with human sin once
and for all.
Applying the text to life
Whether we acknowledge it or not, we all experience the generosity of God. Yet in one of
the great tragedies of life, it is possible to receive the wonderful gift of life from God and
participate in all the blessings and abundance that God pours out, but never know God.
The grace of God is something we only get to experience when we turn back to Him and
get to know God. We never experience the grace, the welcome, the forgiveness of God and
the wonder of life in God’s presence, unless we come to God and ask for His forgiveness and
restoration.
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God, in His wonderful grace, has done everything necessary in and through Jesus Christ to
restore us to relationship with Himself. All we have to do is come to God and receive the
forgiveness, healing and restoration we need.

A GLOBAL GOD
God is a generous God, God is a gracious God. But, finally, the Psalmist declares God is a
Global God.
For the Psalmist, the good news of who God is cannot be kept to ourselves.
Approaching God and receiving His grace is not simply for the Jewish nation, rather it is a
global Gospel. As the Psalmist declares, ‘to you all people will come’ (Psalm 65:2).
God is not simply a local deity - ‘our Saviour’ offering salvation to Israel alone (v5) - but
rather ‘The hope of all the ends of the earth and of the farthest seas’ (v8).
In fact, declares the Psalmist, ‘the whole earth is filled with awe at your wonders; where
morning dawns, where evening fades, you call forth songs of joy’ (v8)
The good news, the truth of who God is, is to be shared with and declared over all the earth.
The Bible – this book in which God declares who He is and what He has done – is the
primary means by which the truth about God is shared over all the earth.
Taking the good news of who God is to every part of the earth is central to the mission of the
Scottish Bible Society.
Translating the Bible is one of the key aims of the Scottish Bible Society.
But another aim is distribution of the Bible around the world.
Each year, in addition to celebrating new translations into new languages – and the spread

of the Gospel to new languages that have never had the Bible before – we also celebrate the
ongoing impact of existing Bible translations around the world.

Project Focus: 100 years of Chinese Union Version
This year, we are celebrating the 100th anniversary of the Chinese Union Version (CUV).
Since 1987, more than 80 million copies of the CUV Bible have been distributed in Mainland
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China, making the CUV the most widely used Chinese Bible not just in China but the world
over.
100 years ago, supporters of the Scottish Bible Society helped launch this Bible translation
that has transformed the lives of millions of Chinese people around the world.
According to the best research we have, EVERY DAY of this year over 20,000 people in
China will become Christians!1 And they need Bibles. Despite the prosperity of some,
millions of Chinese Christians are too poor to afford Bibles. This Bible Sunday, the Scottish
Bible Society is asking our supporters to help us provide Bibles to our brothers and sisters in
China.

Project Focus: Bible2020
In 2020, the Scottish Bible society is asking Christians to read the Bible aloud, every day of
2020. Using a smartphone App or paper reading plan, Christians around the world will be
declaring the truth of who God is and what he has done, by reading the same Bible passage
aloud, in their own language, wherever they are.
For those using the smartphone app, there is the option to upload a ‘selfie’ movie to a video
wall: this video wall will show Christians reading the Bible aloud, throughout the world –
a day of Pentecost for every day of 2020.
For more information, see the project website www.Bible2020.org

CONCLUSION
The Bible tells the story of God. Psalm 65 is part of that testimony of who God is and what
he has done.
The Psalmist declares that God is a Generous God, a Gracious God and a Global God.
May we today know the truth of God’s life giving generosity, may we turn to Him and receive
His grace in Christ, and may we serve Him wherever we are in the world, as we seek to take
the truth of who God is and what He has done for us in Jesus, to the ends of the earth.

1

https://www.pewforum.org/2015/04/02/religious-projections-2010-2050/
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Treasure the Questions

The Word of God is full of living power.
HEBREWS 4:12 (NLT)

Are you looking to deepen your understanding of God’s Word?
Do you want to see a community grow in their faith through
a better sense of God speaking through His Word?
Equip your small group with our free Bible study resources.

1ST TIMOTHY
MANUSCRIPT STUDY

TALK THE WORD STUDY

1 SAMUEL

ISAIAH SERVANT SONGS

In the midst of all of the teaching
and exhortation in 1 Timothy,
the focus of Paul and Timothy’s
efforts should not be missed: the
work of God in and through the
Lord Jesus Christ.

The book of Samuel marks the
end of the Judges, when “Israel
had no king, and everyone did as
they saw fit” ( Judges 17:6) but
through it all we see God drawing
His people back to Him.

Written during a time of transition
- God spoke clearly through Isaiah
to remind His people to turn back
to Him. God reminds them, and
us today, of possible judgement but
also of His provision of a
wonderful Saviour and Redeemer.

TITUS

MATTHEW MIRACLES
TALK THE WORD STUDY

CONVERSATIONS STUDY

Titus is a Pastoral Letter written
by Paul to his friend and trusted
leader Titus, who had the task of
pastoring a church in Crete and
appointing its leaders. The book
is practical, useful and inspiring
for us to consider today.

This study covers fourteen
passages in Matthew’s Gospel in
which Jesus displays miraculous
power. Through this study, we can
enter into the experience of those
who ecountered Jesus’ miracles.

At a time of apparent success,
God condemns his people for the
social injustice that exists and for
their failure to keep their promises
to Him. But the book of Amos
ends with a message of hope.

MANUSCRIPT STUDY

LECTIO STUDY

AMOS

DOWNLOAD NOW
scottishbiblesociety.org/equip
For more resources visit
scottishbiblesociety.org

